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* This year the screen will be the week commencing 8" June

* Taken by every child in Yr 1 throughout the country

* 40 words — 20 real and 20 alien (1:1 no time limit to complete)

* |n previous years, the children need to read 32 correctly to pass.



Phonics screening check

The phonics screening check confirms that all children in year 1 have learned phonic
decoding to an appropriate standard. Children who have not reached this standard

should receive extra support from their school to improve their decoding skills and will

then have another opportunity to take the check in year 2.
The Government's Standards and
Testing Agents January 2025




Phonics ‘jargon’
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The smallest unit of sound in a word . .

cat=c a t (3 sounds)

lamp =1 a m p (4sounds)

shop=sh o p (3 sounds)

Phonics ‘jargon’

Phoneme



Phonics ‘jargon’

Blending the phonemes together to make a

Blending

word




Segmenting

Phonics ‘jargon’

This is the opposite of blending.

When the reader looks at a word and break

is down

mat =m at

chips= chi p s



Phonics ‘jargon’

The way the phoneme is written:

Grapheme

single letters
digraphs (2 letters — sh, ch, ai)

trigraphs (3 letters — air, ear, igh)

Digraph or
trigraph



Phonics ‘jargon’ o b

Alien or
nonsense
or pseudo

These are word which are not ‘real’ words

Examples from 2025 screen

dup, gox, loip,

jigh, phope, virp

In the screen these words have an alien picture next to them so the reader isn’t looking for it to make sense.
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o Why have the alien words? v

* These words are included in the check specifically to assess whether your child can decode a
word using phonic skills and not their memory. They need to be able to read and decode words

that are unfamiliar to them.

* When children experience new words for the first time in their reading books, they have to use
their decoding and blending skills to identify the word through their known phonics knowledge.

The Phonics Screening Check checks to see if they can do this with good accuracy.



Phonics Screen

* Lets have a look at an example of a Phonics screen.

Phonics screening check

Pupil materials
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S E’ﬁQ 3
What can | do at home? S

Take time each day to read — even just 5 minutes a day can make a HUGE difference.

* Let your child read their reading book to you but also enjoy reading to them from story books, not

just phonics books.






What can | do at home?

* Play phonics games — lots online, post-its, matching pairs etc
* Make sure they know all their Phase 3 and Phase 5 sounds

* Use the Phase 3 and 5 phonemes to make up their own alien words
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Three-Letter Words: CVC Game

Initial Sounds Middle Sounds

Drag the coins with real words on them to the treasure chest.
Drag the coins with fake words to the dustbin.
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Early reading is vital . . .

Children learn to read to read to learn




A little bit of fun . ..
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e Aoccdrnigto a rscheeahcer at Cmabrigde
Uinervtisy, it deosn’t mttaer in waht oredr

the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoetnt
tihng is taht the frist and Isat Itteer be at

the rghit pclae. The rset can be a toatl mses
and you can sitll raed it wouthit porbelm.
Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not

raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a

wlohe.



