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We are a community
Loving God, Serving others and Flourishing together




Headeacher's
Nessage

Welcome back to the new acadmic year!

It has been wonderful to see our school come alive again over the past
few weeks. The children have returned with such enthusiasm, energy
and excitement, and it has been lovely to see them reconnect with
friends, settle into their new classes and get stuck into their learning.

September is always a special time in school. It brings new beginnings,

new opportunities and, for some children, the excitement of starting a

completely new chapter. We are incredibly proud of how positively the
children have approached the start of the new school year.

A huge thank you to our families for your continued support. The
partnership between home and school is so important, and we really
value the trust you place in us to support, nurture and inspire your
children. We know that the start of a new school year can sometimes
bring a few wobbles, but together we can help our children feel
confident, happy and ready to learn.

This year, we are continuing to focus on attendance, learning, wellbeing
and belonging. We want every child to feel that St Mark'sis a place
where they are known, valued and encouraged to be the very best

version of themselves.

There is lots to look forward to this term, and | hope you enjoy seeing
some of the wonderful things happening across our school in this
newsletter.

Thank you, as always, for being such an important part of the St Mark’s

Mr Bright



St St.Mark’s CE. | Good Food
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THURSDAY 1 OCTOBER

»(astﬂ We need your hcl{v' HH_&PF";

| Jacket I;;Jtatoes i Roast Chicken Vegetable &

served daily witha | & Grauy ! Lentil Pie
selection of fillings !

The number of school meals we serve on Census Day helps to determine
important funding for our school. By ordering a hot lunch, you'll be supporting
us to receive the funding we need to provide the very best opportunities
for all our children.

Choosing a hot school lunch for your child
on Thursday 1 October (Census Day) will really help us!

~ we are adding the option of a
specm! chocolate brownie!

Please order via your Arbor account.

Deadline 4 days before.
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Exciting New Wall Art Coming to St. Mark’s!

o2 @'{\\{ We are delighted to share a sneak peek
\ of our exciting new wall art designs,
which will bring a fresh, colourful and
inspiring look to St. Mark’s C.E. Primary
School!

Our new designs celebrate everything
that makes St. Mark’s special, from our
Christian values and school vision to our
wond erful history and the community we
are so proud to be part of.
Featuring our beautiful school tree, the
designs will bring our three core values —
Respect, Aspire and Rejoice — to life,
alongside our school vision: Loving God,
Serving Others, Flourishing Tog ether.

The wall art will also celebrate our school's history and story, creating
welcoming and engaging spaces for pupils, staff, families and visitors to enjoy.
We can't wait to see these designs transform our school environment and
provide a daily reminder of the values that help our children grow, learn and
flourish.

Keep your eyes peeled as our exciting transformation takes shape!

Loving God
Serving others
Flourishing together




SEPTEMBER EVERY SCHOOL DAY MATTERS
EDITION Our Attendance Focus for 2026/27

Good attendance helps children learn, build friendships, develop confidence and
flourish at school. Even a small number of missed days can quickly add up.

WHAT DOES YOUR CHILD’S ATTENDANCE MEAN?
Attendance Approx. learning missed
100% O days
97% Around 6 days
95% Around 10 days
90% Around 19 days — nearly 4 weeks
85% Around 29 days — nearly 6 weeks

This year, we are placing a particular focus on children whose attendance falls
between 90% and 95%.

By October half term, we will review attendance and identify pupils within this range.
This gives us an early opportunity to work with families and help attendance improve
before absence becomes a bigger concern.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
If attendance continues to drop through to Christmas, despite support and
communication from school, parents/carers will receive a Notice to Improve letter

setting out our concerns and the improvement required.

Attendance of 90% or below is considered persistent absence, so acting early really
does matter.

WE’RE HERE TO HELP
We know there can be genuine reasons why attendance becomes difficult. If your child
is struggling to attend regularly, please talk to us early so that we can work tog ether
and offer appropriate support.

95%+ — LET'S AIM HIGH!

Every day matters « Every lesson matters « Every child matters
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-+ COME AND SEE OUR WONDERFUL SCHOOL IN ACTION

TOUR DATES Wh‘_j families choose o

)
Sunday 28 September FULL St Mark St .
Tuesday 30 September FULL
A warm, inclusive and caring
Sunday 5 October FULL o Christian community
Tuesday 14 October FULL
8& Dedicated and passionate staff Strong
Tuesday 20 October AVAILABLE who know every child attainment
Thursday 5 November AVAILABLE o0 with above
Strong attainment with average
Wednesday 19 November FULL Illl above average figures figures
Thursday 26 November i
ﬂ A nurturing start to your child’s f;lr ':;:frlle;re::s
Monday 1 December leaming joume}' al;nve national
Wednesday 10 December _ averages.
Fantastic outdoor spaces
Wednesday 7 January AVAILABLE ﬁ and enriching experiences
Bright futures
1 Tours run at 9.30am and finish at 10.30am A focus on the whole child - it here
i and must be booked in advance. @ academically, socially, emotionally Stﬂ-

and spiritually

‘ A nurturing and aspirational school
where children are known, valued
and encouraged to be the best

they can be. L\

\’ Loving God ¥ Serving Others W  Flourishing Together
RESPECT W ASPIRE W REJOICE




Important Reminders for
Parents & Carers

A few helpful reminders to keep things running smoothly at St.
Mark’s. Thank you for your continued support!

After-School Clubs — Please Help Us!

If your child is unable to attend their after-school club, please let the
school office know as early as possible on the morning of the club.
Please also remind your child if they are attending. If they are absent
from school for the entire day, there is no need to notify us separately.
When children are unsure about attending, staff must contact home to
confirm arrangements, creating additional ad ministrative work.
Club places are in high demand, and regular attendance is expected.
Repeated non-attendance without prior notification may resultin a
place being offered to a child on the waiting list.

Medical & Other Appointments
If your child has an appointment that cannot be arranged outside
school hours, please email the school office with:

J Your child's name and class.
o Proof of the appointment (e.g. a letter, email or screenshot).
J The time you will be collecting or returning your child.

Please remember that children will not be called from class until you
arrive. We are also unable to collect children during lunchtime (11:50am—
1:10pm).

Children are expected to attend school before and after their
appointments wherever possible.



Important Reminders for
Parents & Carers

Car Parking - Keeping our children safe
We would like to remind all parents and carers to use the car park
considerately and safely during drop-off and collection times.

Please be aware that the car parkis situated on land owned by Talbot
Village Trust and is not owned or managed by St. Mark’s. We therefore
kindly ask all families to respect this shared space, park responsibly, use
designated parking spaces and avoid obstructing access for others.

With so many children and families moving around at busy times, please
drive slowly, remain patient and be mindful of pedestrians.

Our children's safety must always come first. Thank you for your
cooperation and for helping us keep our school community safe.

Holiday & Leave of Absence Requests
If you intend to take your child out of school for a holiday or other leave of
absence, please complete our electronic leave of absence request form,
giving at least two weeks' notice.

All requests are reviewed by the Headteacher, and you will receive a
response by email. In most cases, we aren’'t able to grant approval for
holiday but we will consider exceptional, rare cirumstances.

The form is available on our school website.

We also encourage all families to familiarise themselves with our
attendance policy before making a request.
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OMPULSORY
BRANDED ITEMS STANDARD ITEMS

Yellow polo shirt with Black smart trousers
St. Mark's logo or black smart shorts or
Black knee length skirt or
Grey v-neck jumper pinafore dress
with St. Mark’'s logo
or Yellow/white checked
Grey cardigan with summer dress
St. Mark's logo
Black socks (ankle or long) or
Green P.E. polo shirt tights (white with summer dress)
with St. Mark’s logo
- Black formal school shoes
Branded blazer
(optional) Plain black P.E. loose-fit shorts
or skort

Plain black P.E. tracksuit

referably with logo
No branded sports wear [P Y 9 )

No cycling shorts or P.E. trainers
leggings/Nike Pro

Thank you for your
No newly pierced ears in commitment to keeping our
termtime standards high and our
children smart and
No trainer socks focused
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Keep personal
information private

Don't share your full name, =

address, school, passwords
or location online.
-

@ Stop, close and tell

h!

If something makesyou ™
feel worried, uncomfortable
or upset, stop using it,

close it and tell a =
trusted adult. 4

. - o Use the internet for learning,
# creativity, fun and keeping

J in touch with family and friends.

Popular Apps & Games

Check age ratings and settings, and talk to
an adult about what you play and watch.

L )
HINECRRTT n

Minecraft Roblok YouTube Kids
WhatsApp TikTok Snapchat
(13+) (13+) (134)

Age ratings are there to help keep you safe!

S E—SA

Be Safe

St. Mark’s

for Primary School Age

e Be kind online

Treat others as youwould  \ ()

like to be treated. -

Be respectful and —

kind in what you @
say and do.

Not everything online is true. &4

Be careful with links, o

downloads and pop-ups.

Ask an adult if you =
are unsure, 7
Talk about it!
Always speak to a trusted
adult if you have a question
I or something doesn't feel right.

Advice for Parents & Carers

Explore the sites, games and apps together
Use parental controls and privacy settings
Keep devices in shared family spaces
Agree clear rules for screen time

Talk regularly about online activity

Encourage your child to come to you
if something goes wrong

Check who can contact your child
v Model positive online behaviour
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Be Kind + Be Smart o Have Fun \
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Be careful who
you talk to

People online may not be
who they say they are.
Never meet someone
you only know online.

~ 4

Enjoy time online,

but also make time for
sleep, exercise, friends
and all the things you
love offline!

You're not alone!

There are peaple who can help.
It's always the right thing to
talk to someone.

Where to get support

childnet.com
Advice and resources for children,
parents and schools.

@ Childnet

int t."' internetmatters.org

Matters Practical puides for safer
digital lives.
nspcc.org.uk
N SPCC Advice and support for keeping
children safe online.
CEOP ceop.police.uk
Safety Centre  Report concerns about online

grooming or exploitation.

08001111 | childline.org.uk
Free, confidential support for children
and young people.




é‘-j WEDNESDAY 4 NOVEMBER 5.2
«f R: 3-3.45pm ]

Y 1/2/3: 4-5pm
Y 3/4/5/6: 3:15-6.19pm |

Please bring a water bottle and J

ear defenders if needed

............................................................
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We're excited Lo offer Year 6 students the opportunity to take part ' .

in aur Premier League Kicks sessions at Slades Park 36G. _eF A ,__j_-.;..r_;__".;;'.

The sessions are complately FREE OF CHARGE and provide a great " 'F
apportunity for pupils to get irvolved in football in a fun and relaxed environment.

® 0 06 O

MATCH-BASED ALL ABILITIES HAVE FUN & EXTRA GAME TIME
SESSIONS WELCOME MAKE FRIENDS Pasiact fos hess
& chanoa toplay and Whather your child i & great opportunity foothallars whio want
enjoy the game, rather new to football or has bo et Fesw Triesmds bo gt some additional
thar traditional bean playing for a while, and @njay sorma playing time.
COaching se550Ns BT OrE IS weloome compsatithes foothal

Hﬂﬂﬂl’f:'ll_ﬁ"-"lTlHl__l " -
Girls Only 6:00 - 7:00pm

MOMNDAY [TER® TIME) . - B
e 7:00 - 8:00pm

Whiethésr o Child wiants (o get sorme extra Foatbhall in, mesl nesy Irsnds, or Sirmgly enjoy
playing the game, Premier League Kicks is a fantastc opportunity for Year & students
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ctober Half 'I'erm *
Hollday Club /

= Mon 26" Oct - Fri 30" Oct =

] We ve got a week packed with fun!
> From sports and team games to creathae activities
and some spooky Halloween surprises,
there's somathing for everyons to enjoy
Come along, make friends, get active and
have an unforgettable half-term!

*, ZQ3VENUES: _*
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Kingsleigh Lytchett Matravers ' Swanage
Primary School Primary School , Primary School
BH10 5HT BH16 6DY BH19 ZEY

I:l- h | !l : i |
20% DISCOUNT SIBLIHE DISCOUNT
AT ALL 3 VEMUES AVAILABLE

ARTS L CRAFTS  TEAM GAMES  MULTI-SPORTS

x W
"" ES ARE LIMITED!

T SPAC
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