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 Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious! Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!



 Mr Bright

As we reach the end of another wonderful school year, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank our entire St Mark's community for your continued support,

encouragement and partnership throughout 2025–2026.

This year has been filled with so many memorable moments. From exciting
learning opportunities in the classroom and educational visits, to sporting

achievements, performances, fundraising events and our recent Year 6
production of Mary Poppins, our children have continued to amaze us with their
enthusiasm, resilience and kindness. They truly embody our school vision and

values every single day.

To our Year 6 pupils, as you prepare to begin the next exciting chapter of your
education, we are incredibly proud of everything you have achieved during your
time at St Mark's. Thank you for the laughter, learning and wonderful memories

you leave behind. We wish you every success and happiness in your new schools,
and remember—you will always be part of the St Mark's family.

I would also like to thank our dedicated staff and Governors, whose commitment,
care and hard work ensure that every child is encouraged to flourish. Their

passion and enthusiasm make St Mark's such a special place to learn.

To our parents and carers, thank you for your ongoing support throughout the
year. Whether attending school events, cheering from the sidelines, volunteering

your time or supporting learning at home, your partnership makes a real
difference.

As we head into the summer holidays, I hope everyone enjoys a well-deserved
break filled with fun, relaxation and quality time with family and friends. We look

forward to welcoming our new Reception children and all of our pupils back in
September, ready for another exciting year of learning together.

From everyone at St Mark's, have a safe, happy and restful summer.  We look
forward to welcoming you back on Friday 4 September.

"Encourage one another and build each other up."
1 Thessalonians 5:11

Headteacher's
Message



As Year 6 reach the end
of the their time at St. Mark’s... 
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💦 Year 6 enjoy a water fun treat! 🌞

To celebrate the end of a fantastic year, our Year 6 pupils were treated to a water-
themed afternoon of fun and laughter - along with ice lollies provided by the S&PA!

There were big splashes, even bigger smiles, and lots of joyful squeals as the
children made the most of the sunshine and enjoyed some well-earned water
play. It was a brilliant way to cool off, relax, and make lasting memories with

friends before moving on to their next exciting chapter.
A huge thank you to the staff for organising such a brilliant surprise — and to the

weather for playing along!
🎉 Well done, Year 6 — you’ve earned every minute of fun!

 Leavers’ Service

What a truly special occasion we shared at the Year 6 Leavers’ Service in church
this week. It was a moving celebration filled with heartfelt memories, reflections,

and gratitude for the journey our pupils have taken during their time at St. Mark’s.
The singing from their show was absolutely gorgeous — full of emotion and pride
— and beautifully captured the spirit of the moment. From touching speeches to

joyful songs, it was a wonderful way to honour our Year 6 pupils as they prepare to
take their next steps. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us and supported the children throughout their
primary years. 

We are so proud of each and every one of them and wish them every success and
happiness in the exciting journey ahead.
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As Year 6 reach the end
of the their time at St. Mark’s... 

Year 6 Visit Christchurch Priory for
Church Schools’ Leavers' Service

Our Year 6 pupils enjoyed a special visit to
Christchurch Priory to take part in the annual

Leavers' Service alongside other local schools.

The service gave our children the opportunity to
pause and reflect on their time at primary school,
celebrate all they have achieved and look ahead

with confidence to the exciting journey that awaits
them at secondary school.

Through prayers, songs and thoughtful readings, the children were encouraged
to remember the friendships they have made, the challenges they have

overcome and the many happy memories they will take with them from St
Mark's.

It was a wonderful occasion and a fitting way to mark the end of their primary
school journey. We are incredibly proud of every one of our Year 6 pupils and

know they will continue to shine as they begin this exciting new chapter.

"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." – Jeremiah 29:11



        Year 6 perform the hit show 

What a show! Our incredibly talented Year 6 students brought the stage to life
this week with their energetic and heartfelt performance of Mary Poppins –

and what a performance it was!
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Year 6 do us proud in
 their grand finale 

From the opening number to the final
bows, the children amazed us with their
confident acting, powerful singing, and

impressive choreography. Songs from the
musical had the audience tapping their

feet, while emotional moments were
delivered with genuine heart and maturity

beyond their years.

The set, costumes, and lighting
helped transform our school hall

into the bustling streets of
London, and every child played

their part with passion and
professionalism.

A special thank you to our
dedicated staff for their tireless
work behind the scenes, and to

families for supporting the
children through rehearsals and

line learning.



It has been wonderful to welcome our new EYFS starters to a
range of transition events over the past few weeks. 

We particularly enjoyed our Teddy Bears’ Picnic last week,
where children and families joined us for an afternoon of fun

and friendship. Mr Bright and Mr Vacher even taught our new
starters (and their grown-ups!) the Waka Waka and

Superman dances that we use during Wiggle and Wake
sessions.

 It was fantastic to see everyone getting involved, meeting new
friends and spending time with their Year 5 buddies, who are
looking forward to becoming Year 6 buddies in September. 

Families also enjoyed some delicious refreshments, kindly
provided by Educatering. 

We cannot wait to welcome our newest children officially in
September and continue their exciting learning journey with

us.
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New EYFS (Reception) Starters



Reports

Just a reminder that end-of-year reports were sent home with your child on Friday.

 Please take some time to read through them and celebrate all the progress and
achievements your child has made this year. 

Class books are also coming home - you will find a sticker identifying your child’s
favourite pieces of work... ask them about these and find out why. 

We would also really appreciate it if you could take a few minutes to complete our
Parent Survey, which helps us reflect on the year and continue to improve as a

school.
📝 Complete the survey via this link or QR code.

Thank you for your continued support!
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Meet the Teacher

Children start back at school on Friday 4 September and 
we would like to invite you to come and meet your child’s new class teacher 

after school on the following dates:

Monday 7 September – Year 1 & Year 6
Tuesday 8 September – Year 2 & Year 3

Wednesday 9 September – Year 4 & Year 5

This is a great opportunity to say hello, hear about plans for the year ahead,
and ask any questions you may have.  Meetings will take place in your child’s

new classroom shortly after the end of the school day.

We look forward to seeing you there!

St Mark’s children and siblings can stay in the playground, where they will
be supervised by St Mark’s staff.

Notices and Reminders

https://forms.office.com/e/cM1wFY7P4X
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Alumni AchievementsAlumni AchievementsAlumni Achievements
Congratulations to former St Mark’s pupils,

Bradley, Hannabelle, Isobel, Jess, Izzy and Alex
on their outstanding contributions to sport at

Glenmoor and Winton. 
It was a privilege to be there at your Sports

Awards evening.
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Bradley, Hannabelle, Isobel, Jess, Izzy and Alex
on their outstanding contributions to sport at

Glenmoor and Winton. 
It was a privilege to be there at your Sports

Awards evening.

Congratulations to former St Mark’s pupils,
Bradley, Hannabelle, Isobel, Jess, Izzy and Alex
on their outstanding contributions to sport at

Glenmoor and Winton. 
It was a privilege to be there at your Sports

Awards evening.



JULY
EDITION News and updates

Lisa Linscott - BCP
Director of Education
and Skills visiting St

Mark’s

It was wonderful to welcome Lisa Linscott to St Mark’s this
month. for a tour and chat about who we are and what we do.
We ended her visit with a flourish, thanks to St Mark’s Cheer.

Pool Update
We are pleased to report that all planned contractor

works to the swimming pool have now been
completed, marking a significant milestone in the

reinstatement project.

As part of the Swimming & Pool Association's long-standing aspiration to
further enhance the facility, additional upgrade works will continue over the

summer, including the complete replacement of the poolside flooring and
associated redecoration. These improvements will help ensure a refreshed and

improved environment for all users.
During the final stages of the project, however, an issue was identified with the

swimming pool boiler, which has subsequently been condemned and will
require replacement. We are currently obtaining quotations and exploring the

most effective solution to address this unforeseen issue.
Whilst this will have an impact on the reopening timetable, we are making every

effort to progress matters as quickly as possible. We will provide a further
update, including a confirmed reopening date, as soon as more information

becomes available.
Thank you for your continued patience, understanding, and support as we work

towards reopening an improved swimming pool facility.



Guitar Lessons Strike a Chord at St Mark's!

This term, our Year 4 children have thoroughly enjoyed weekly
guitar sessions with Gareth Owen. The lessons have been full of

enthusiasm, creativity and plenty of music-making, giving
pupils the opportunity to develop new skills while building

confidence and, most importantly, a love of music.

Gareth recently moved back to Dorset after many years in
London, where he worked as a music specialist in primary

schools and led music workshops in primary, secondary and
sixth form settings. He is also an accomplished songwriter,

with songs published by Budde Music. Gareth currently works
with SoundStorm Music Education Agency, the local Music Hub

for schools, which is how he came to join us at St Mark's this
term.

For families interested in continuing their child's musical
journey, Gareth also offers private piano and guitar lessons.

Singing and songwriting can be included too, if students would
like to explore these areas. His focus is on developing excellent

playing techniques while making lessons enjoyable and
inspiring, rather than preparing pupils for graded

examinations.

If you would like to find out more, or register your interest,
Gareth would be delighted to answer any questions.

£30 individual
£20 pair 30 mins

Contact Gareth Owen:
Telephone: 07715 559891

Email: propersongs@gmail.com
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Peripatetic Lessons at St. Mark’s
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Peripatetic Lessons at St. Mark’s



St Mark's CE Primary School fully complies with the new Department for
Education's guidance Mobile phones in schools.

We are a phone-free school and have operated this approach
successfully for several years. Pupils are not permitted to access or use

mobile phones during the school day.

Mobile phones may only be brought to school where they are essential
for a child's personal safety when travelling to and from school. In these

circumstances:
• parental permission must be obtained in advance;
• phones must be handed directly to the school office before the start of
the school day;
• phones are securely stored by the school throughout the day;
• phones may only be collected once pupils have been dismissed at the
end of the school day or after an authorised after-school club.

At no point should a pupil have a mobile phone in their possession, bag
or locker whilst in school. Any phone found in school will be confiscated

and must be collected by a parent or carer.

We would strongly encourage parents and carers to consider delaying
the purchase of a smartphone for their child. Where a mobile phone is
needed for safety reasons, we recommend a simple phone capable of
making calls and sending text messages, rather than a smartphone.

This enables children to remain contactable when travelling to and from
school whilst reducing exposure to social media, online risks and

unnecessary distractions.

These arrangements ensure that mobile phones are not used during the
school day and support a calm, safe and focused learning environment. 
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Mobile Phones in School





Musical Theatre visit Carehome

Musical Theatre Club recently visited Adams Court Carehome.  The children performed a
beautiful selection of wartime songs, bringing smiles, memories, and even a few happy

tears to the residents.
Their voices, enthusiasm, and respectful presence were deeply appreciated by everyone,
and the visit proved to be a moving and memorable experience for all involved. It was a

wonderful opportunity for the children to share their talents and connect with the
community in such a meaningful way.
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Positive Progress for SEND Services Across BCP

Following the communication to schools recognising our contribution to the progress made across
SEND services in Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole, we also wanted to update parents and
carers on this important milestone. We know that positive change is only possible through the

collective efforts of children, young people, families, schools and partners working together.

We are pleased to share that the Department for Education has recognised the positive progress
being made to improve support for children and young people with SEND across Bournemouth,

Christchurch and Poole. 

As a result, the government has stepped down its statutory direction for the BCP SEND Local Area
Partnership to an Improvement Notice. This reflects growing confidence in the work taking place
across education, health and care services to strengthen support for children and young people

with SEND. 

This is an important milestone and recognises the collective efforts of schools, settings, partners,
children, young people and families who have worked together to drive improvements across the

local area. We would like to thank everyone who has contributed to this progress. 

While we welcome this recognition, we know that improvement is an ongoing journey. We recognise
that some children, young people and families continue to face challenges, and that not everyone

will yet have experienced the positive changes being made. We remain committed to ensuring that
improvements are felt consistently by all those who rely on SEND services and support. 

The move to an Improvement Notice acknowledges the progress that has been made so far and
provides encouragement that we are moving in the right direction. At the same time, it reinforces

the importance of continuing to build on this progress and embed lasting improvements across the
local area. Our focus remains on delivering better experiences and outcomes for children and young

people with SEND. 

The voices of children, young people, parents and carers will continue to be at the heart of this work.
Your experiences, feedback and insights are invaluable in helping us understand what is working
well and where we can do better. By continuing to work together, we can build on the foundations

already in place and shape services that better meet the needs of local families. 

Thank you to all parents and carers who continue to share their experiences and help shape local
SEND services. Your feedback plays a vital role in our ongoing improvement work, and we remain
committed to listening, learning and working in partnership with you as we continue this journey. 





 

Spirituality and CommunityJULY
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Our Summer 2 term
worship themes  have

been Rejoice &
Flourishing together

During Summer 2, our Collective Worship focus areas have been
our value to Rejoice and part of our vision, Flourishing Together. 

Throughout the half term, pupils explored what it meant to
celebrate the gifts, achievements and individuality of one

another while growing as a caring and supportive community. 

Through stories, reflection, prayer and discussion, children
considered how gratitude, kindness and encouragement help
both individuals and communities flourish. They reflected on

the importance of rejoicing in the successes of others as well as
their own, recognising that when we work together, support one
another and value every member of our school family, everyone

has the opportunity to thrive. 

It was wonderful to see our children continuing to grow in
confidence, compassion and joy as they engaged with this

theme



Join us on Instagram

Reception Open Mornings



Term Dates 2026-2027

Autumn term: 1 September to 18 December 2026
Inset Days: 1, 2, 3 & 28 September, 27 November 2026

Autumn half term holiday: 26 October to 30 October
Christmas holiday: 21 December to 3 January

Spring term: 4 January to 25 March 2027
Inset Days: 4 January, 26 February

Spring half term holiday: 15 February to 19 February
Easter holiday: 26 March to 11 April

Summer term: 12 April to 21 July 2027
Inset Days: 18 & 21 June

Summer half term holiday: 31 May to 4 June
Summer holiday: from 22 July
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