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 Mr Bright

As we come to the end of another busy and successful month, I
would like to take this opportunity to thank our whole school

community for their continued support, positivity and hard work.
May has been filled with wonderful learning opportunities,

exciting events and many moments that have made us proud of
our pupils. From classroom achievements to sporting events,

educational visits and creative projects, it has been lovely to see
the enthusiasm and determination shown by the children each

day.
A particular well done goes to our Year 6 pupils who
approached their SATs with maturity, resilience and

confidence. We are incredibly proud of the way they conducted
themselves throughout the week.

As we move towards the final half term of the academic year,
there is still much to look forward to, including Sports Day,

transition activities, performances and many more memorable
experiences. The final weeks of term are always incredibly busy,

but also some of the most rewarding.
Thank you once again to our staff for their unwavering dedication
and to parents and carers for your ongoing encouragement and
partnership. Together, we continue to create a caring, ambitious

and supportive environment where every child can flourish.
Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable half term break... hopefully

with plenty of sunshine      !
With best wishes,

Headteacher's
Message



MAY
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Ear Piercing Reminder
With the long summer holidays just around the corner, we
kindly ask parents to avoid having children’s ears pierced

during term time.
Please remember that, in line with our school policy, children
are unable to take part in PE lessons while wearing earrings,
and we do not permit earrings to be taped over for safety

reasons. Newly pierced ears often require earrings to remain in
place for several weeks, which can result in children missing

valuable PE activities.
If you are considering ear piercing for your child, we strongly
recommend arranging this at the very start of the summer
holiday to allow plenty of healing time before returning to

school in September.

Drop off and Pick up times
We would like to remind all families of the importance of

respectful behaviour at the beginning and end of the school day.
We have recently received reports of some children showing

unacceptable behaviour and rudeness towards adults during
drop-off and collection times. We ask parents and carers to

please supervise children carefully and ensure they are
behaving appropriately and respectfully towards members of

the public, other parents, staff and each other.
We are proud of our school community and appreciate your
support in helping all children demonstrate kindness, good

manners and respect both in and out of school.



Thank you, as always,
for your support and

cooperation in
helping us maintain

accurate attendance
records.
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Holiday Tales and Honest
Attendance! 

A gentle reminder that when reporting children’s
absences, we do ask that parents are honest about

the reason for absence. 
The school register is a legal document and it is

important that the information recorded is accurate.

Children are often wonderfully honest and very
excited to share stories about their “poorly days” at

the airport or their surprise holidays abroad… 



This week, our school proudly took part in National Walk to School
Week, encouraging children and families to think about healthier

and more sustainable ways to travel to school.

Each class enjoyed taking part in the challenge using their
special wall charts and stickers to track how pupils travelled to

school each day. It was fantastic to see so many children
walking, scooting, cycling or parking a little further away and

completing the final part of their journey on foot.

The children showed great enthusiasm throughout the week and
enjoyed celebrating their achievements together in class. Not
only did the challenge promote healthy lifestyles and physical

activity, but it also helped raise awareness of the positive impact
we can all have on the environment.

Thank you to all families for supporting the initiative and helping
make the week such a success! Thanks also to those staff
members who ran, cycled, walked etc to support the week.

National walk to school week



Our Reception children had a fantastic day during their recent visit
to Farmer Palmer’s! The children thoroughly enjoyed exploring the
farm, meeting and feeding the animals, and taking part in a range

of exciting outdoor activities.
The visit provided a wonderful opportunity to support their learning

about animals, life cycles and the natural world in a fun and hands-
on way. It was lovely to see the children showing such curiosity,

confidence and enthusiasm throughout the day.
A huge thank you to all of the staff and volunteers who helped make

the trip such a success. We are very proud of the excellent
behaviour and manners shown by all of the children — they were

wonderful ambassadors for our school!

Reception visit to 
Farmer Palmer’s
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Alumni
Achievements
Congratulations to former St. Mark’s pupils Izzy,

Alex, Isobel and Jess who were part of the GW
Academies’ team who won the U15 9v9 final of the

Schools’ Cup at Stoke City yesterday. 
We’re really proud of you! 
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Congratulations to former St Mark’s pupil,

Kathy, who shone at Lord’s with a half century
and wickets, helping her team secure 2  place
out of 900+ schools... and earning the accolade

nd

‘Player of the Tournament’!
Well done to Ella G who was also part of the

BSG team!
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On Thursday 7 May, Year 1 took part in a Judaism workshop
led by Lynda from Living Judaism to help them learn more

about Shabbat and why it is an important part of Jewish
faith. They explored how it is the Jewish day of rest. During

the morning, the children worked together to make
braided bread called ‘challah.’ They also explored why

special prayers and blessings are important. 

Year 1 - Judaism workshop
‘Shabbat’



Year 5 enjoyed an exciting and educational trip to Winchester
Science Museum this month. Throughout the day, the children

explored a variety of interactive exhibits and took part in hands-
on activities that brought their classroom learning to life.

The visit gave pupils the opportunity to deepen their
understanding of science through investigation, exploration and

discovery. Highlights of the day included experimenting with
interactive displays, learning more about space and the human

body, and taking part in engaging workshops led by the museum
staff.

The children represented the school brilliantly with their
enthusiasm, curiosity and excellent behaviour. We are incredibly
proud of the way they approached the day and the thoughtful

questions they asked throughout the visit.

Year 5 visit The Winchester
Science Museum



Year 5 stepped back in time this month as they took part in a
wonderful Victorian Day experience. Dressed in traditional

Victorian-style clothing, the children spent the day
discovering what school life would have been like for children

during the Victorian era.
Throughout the day, pupils experienced a range of activities
including handwriting practice, arithmetic lessons, role play
and learning about strict classroom rules from the past. The
children thoroughly enjoyed comparing modern-day school

life with that of Victorian times and showed great enthusiasm
during all of the activities.

It was fantastic to see such creativity and effort put into
costumes and participation. The day provided a memorable
and engaging way to bring their history learning to life, and

the children were a credit to the school throughout.

Year 5 Victorian Day
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E-Safety Corner

 With some children making the leap to
secondary school with their first mobile

phone, internet matters.org have created
the ABC Online Safety Checklist to help you

keep your children safe online. Children
spend a lot of time on their devices and the

internet changes fast, so we understand
how overwhelming it can be to try and

keep on top of online safety. The ABC Online
Safety Checklist gives you the building

blocks to help protect them from online
risks, with a series of actions for you to take.

Get your ABC Checklist

Activate parental controls                                  

Use the controls and tools
available from broadband
providers, online platforms and
apps to install safe search
settings, block inappropriate
content and prevent contact from
strangers. 

The actions you need to take will be different for older and younger
children, and internet matters.org have created specific checklists
for different age groups.  Setting up specific parental controls can

take just a few minutes - why not get started today? 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/abc-online-safety-checklist/?utm_campaign=260357_NL%2005%2009%2024%20-%20Teachers%20-%20ABC&utm_medium=email&utm_source=DotDigital&dm_i=7MSZ,5KW5,1H9L7H,NXM6,1,0,0,0
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/?utm_campaign=260357_NL%2005%2009%2024%20-%20Teachers%20-%20ABC&utm_medium=email&utm_source=DotDigital&dm_i=7MSZ,5KW5,1H9L7H,NXM6,1,0,0,0
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/?utm_campaign=260357_NL%2005%2009%2024%20-%20Teachers%20-%20ABC&utm_medium=email&utm_source=DotDigital&dm_i=7MSZ,5KW5,1H9L7H,NXM6,1,0,0,0


 

This term we have been thinking about how we can
“Encourage on another and build each other up”.

We’ve thought about... 

Spirituality and Community

 Our Vision: We believe that by
Loving God and 

Serving others, we can all fulfil our
potential in Flourishing together.

MAY
EDITION

Our Summer 2 term worship themes are
 Rejoice &  Flourishing together

How we share positives and encourage others.

Rev Nick joined us this week to talk about
Pentecost, which linked nicely with 3JW’s

worship on this celebration at the end of Easter
and help us think about how the Holy Spirit

encourages us today.  



,

Mr Bright’s Wednesday half
Wonderful Work

-er of 

Join us on Instagram

We still have
Reception places

available!

for September

Ava B in EYFS for some amazing work on
patterns in shape rotation 





Term Dates 2026-2027

Autumn term: 1 September to 18 December 2026
Inset Days: 1, 2, 3 & 28 September, 27 November 2026

Autumn half term holiday: 26 October to 30 October
Christmas holiday: 21 December to 3 January

Spring term: 4 January to 25 March 2027
Inset Days: 4 January, 26 February

Spring half term holiday: 15 February to 19 February
Easter holiday: 26 March to 11 April

Summer term: 12 April to 21 July 2027
Inset Days: 18 & 21 June

Summer half term holiday: 31 May to 4 June
Summer holiday: from 22 July











Sponsored scoot,
skate & cycle
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