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We are a community 
Loving God, Serving other and Flourishing together

“Encourage one another and build each other up” 1 Thessalonians 5:11

As we reach the end of another academic year, I would like to take this opportunity
to thank you for your continued support and partnership.

This year has been filled with many proud moments—academic achievements,
creative endeavours, sporting successes, and countless examples of kindness,
perseverance, and growth among our students. None of this would be possible
without the combined efforts of our dedicated staff, the hard work of our pupils,

and your unwavering support at home.

Your involvement in school life—whether through attending events, supporting
learning at home, or simply encouraging your child each day—makes a

tremendous difference. We are grateful to have such a strong and caring school
community.

To those families who are leaving us this year, we wish you every happiness and
success in the future. You will always remain part of our school’s story. And to

those returning in September, we look forward to building on this year's
achievements and continuing our journey together.

Wishing you all a restful, safe, and enjoyable summer holiday.
Mr Bright
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Notices

 
 Login and Wisepay Retirement

We hope you’ve now received your welcome email from Arbor and have been
able to log in successfully. Arbor will be replacing Wisepay from the start of the
new academic year, and it’s important that all parents are set up and ready to
use the new system between now and September.  Please contact the school

office if you havent been able to log in, as this is the only way you will be able to
make bookings 

for anything school related.

From July 24 2025, Wisepay will no longer be in use. All payments and bookings
—including school meals, clubs, trips, and wraparound care—will be managed

through Arbor.  These will be set up over the summer and we will send out
communications when this is ready to use.

Thank you for your support as we make this transition. We’re confident Arbor will
provide a more streamlined and convenient experience for all our families.

Reports

Just a reminder that end-of-year reports were sent home with your child on Friday.

 Please take some time to read through them and celebrate all the progress and
achievements your child has made this year. 

Class books are also coming home - you will find a sticker identifying your child’s
favourite pieces of work... ask them about these and find out why. 

We would also really appreciate it if you could take a few minutes to complete our
Parent Survey, which helps us reflect on the year and continue to improve as a

school.
📝 Complete the survey via the QR code.
Thank you for your continued support!



Trips Shortfall

Following our trip shortfall communications last week, we would like to extend our
sincere thanks to those of you who kindly contributed additional funds to help

cover the shortfall and losses in trip contributions.
 

It’s heartening to see the community come together to ensure that every child
can benefit from these valuable experiences. The extra contributions that some
have contributed have made a real difference, and we can’t thank you enough.

Reception and Year 1 shortfall has been met.  Thanks to 3 generous families for
their extra donations.

Year 2 = £76.00 outstanding – Thanks to a family for their extra donation (£103.00)

Year 3 = £124.00 outstanding
Year 4 = £670.00 outstanding
Year 5 = £689.00 outstanding
Year 6 = £295.00  outstanding

Meet the Teacher

Children start back at school on Monday 8 September and 
we would like to invite you to come and meet your child’s new class teacher 

after school on the following dates:

Monday 8 September – Year 1 & Year 6
Tuesday 9 September – Year 2 & Year 3

Wednesday 10 September – Year 4 & Year 5

This is a great opportunity to say hello, hear about plans for the year ahead, and ask
any questions you may have.  Meetings will take place in your child’s new classroom

shortly after the end of the school day.

We look forward to seeing you there!

St Mark’s children and siblings can stay in the playground, where they will be
supervised by St Mark’s staff.



Spirituality and Community

Our Summer 2 value focus has been to

We continued to explore this in Worship during each week and finished term with a
moving look back at some memorable moments in a selection of photos from the year.

 Our Vision:
We believe that by Loving God and 

 Serving others, we can all fulfil our potential in Flourishing
together.

Musical Theatre visit Carehome
Musical Theatre Club recently visited Adams Court Carehome to mark the 80th
anniversary of VE Day. The children performed a beautiful selection of wartime
songs, bringing smiles, memories, and even a few happy tears to the residents.
Their voices, enthusiasm, and respectful presence were deeply appreciated by

everyone, and the visit proved to be a moving and memorable experience for all
involved. It was a wonderful opportunity for the children to share their talents and

connect with the community in such a meaningful way.
.



Gardening Club

Our school kitchen garden is looking
absolutely lovely at the moment! Thanks to

the hard work of Mrs Scoble and her
Gardening Club, the garden is thriving with all
sorts of produce being cultivated — from fresh
herbs and leafy greens to colourful vegetables

and fruit.

It’s been wonderful to see the children
engaging with nature, learning about where
their food comes from, and taking pride in
nurturing something from seed to harvest. 

Thank you to the S&PA for funding  this project
— it’s helping grow more than just plants!



Year 6

        Year 6 perform the hit show 

What a show! Our incredibly talented Year 6 students brought the stage to life this
week with their energetic and heartfelt performance of Newsies – and what a

performance it was!

From the opening number to the final bows, the children amazed us with their
confident acting, powerful singing, and impressive choreography. Songs like Seize

the Day and King of New York had the audience tapping their feet, while emotional
moments were delivered with genuine heart and maturity beyond their years.

The set, costumes, and lighting helped transform our school hall into the bustling
streets of New York, and every child played their part with passion and

professionalism.

A special thank you to our dedicated staff for their tireless work behind the scenes,
and to families for supporting the children through rehearsals and line learning.

 We are so proud of our Year 6s — you truly seized the day!



Year 6

💦 Year 6 Enjoy a Slip ‘n’ Slide Treat! 🌞

To celebrate the end of a fantastic year, our Year 6 pupils were treated to a Slip ‘n’
Slide afternoon of fun and laughter - along with ice lollies provided by the S&PA!

There were big splashes, even bigger smiles, and lots of joyful squeals as the
children made the most of the sunshine and enjoyed some well-earned water

play. It was a brilliant way to cool off, relax, and make lasting memories with friends
before moving on to their next exciting chapter.

A huge thank you to the staff for organising such a brilliant surprise — and to the
weather for playing along!

🎉 Well done, Year 6 — you’ve earned every minute of fun!



Year 6

Leavers’ Service
What a truly special occasion we shared at the Year 6 Leavers’ Service in

church this week. It was a moving celebration filled with heartfelt memories,
reflections, and gratitude for the journey our pupils have taken during their

time at St. Mark’s.
The singing from their show was absolutely gorgeous — full of emotion and
pride — and beautifully captured the spirit of the moment. From touching

speeches to joyful songs, it was a wonderful way to honour our Year 6 pupils as
they prepare to take their next steps. Well done to Mr Bright too, for managing

to include nearly every Newsies Jr song title in his reflection for Year 6!
Thank you to everyone who joined us and supported the children throughout

their primary years. 
We are so proud of each and every one of them and wish them every success

and happiness in the exciting journey ahead.



SPEECH AND
LANGUAGESt. Mark’s Top

Tips to
support your

child
 at home 

Questioning
Questions are useful for checking
understanding, encouraging
discussion, and developing reasoning
skills. However, too many questions
can feel overwhelming.

Use open ended questions to
encourage more talking.
Offer choices to support children
who feel under pressure or need
help with understanding.
Always consider the purpose of
your question.

Wonder aloud
Use indirect questions that invite a
response - but don’t demand one.
Try phrases like:

“I wonder how your shoes got so
dirty…”
“Let me think how we can make this
work.”

This approach reduces pressure and
encourages your child to share their
ideas.
Did you know some children may need
up to 10 seconds to answer a question? 

Building their skills
Extend your child’s language by
adding new words or phrases to what
they say.
Example:
Child: “We planted a tomato plant.”
Adult: “We did! We planted a tomato
plant in the vegetable patch.”
Children need to hear new words
multiple times before they feel
confident using them themselves.

Thinking time
After asking a question or giving
information, pause and give your
child time to think.
Some children may need up to 10
seconds to process and respond.
Giving them space allows for
more thoughtful and confident
answers.

Model speech 
Instead of correcting your child when
they make a mistake, repeat back
what they said using the correct words
while keeping the conversation going.
For example:
Child: “I goed to the farm.”
Adult: “Yes, we went to the farm. We
went on the tractor.”
Hearing the correct version naturally
helps children learn language
patterns.

We are here to help
If you have any concerns about your
child’s speech and language
development, please talk to your
child’s class teacher. 

There are lots of resources available
to support your child and we have a
link NHS Speech and Language
Therapist to ask 
for advice. 

SUPPORTING CHILDREN'S SPEECH AND
LANGUAGE IS NOT JUST ABOUT HELPING
THEM TALK—IT'S ABOUT GIVING THEM THE
TOOLS TO THINK, LEARN, AND CONNECT
WITH OTHERS



COMPULSORY
BRANDED ITEMS

Back to school uniform checklist

Yellow polo shirt with
St. Mark’s logo

Grey v-neck jumper
with St. Mark’s logo

or
Grey cardigan with 

St. Mark’s logo

Green  P.E. polo shirt
with St. Mark’s logo

Branded blazer
(optional)

COMPULSORY
STANDARD  ITEMS

Black smart trousers 
or black smart shorts or

Black knee length skirt or
pinafore dress

Yellow/white checked 
summer dress

Black socks (ankle or long) or
tights (white with summer dress)

Black formal school shoes

Plain black P.E. loose-fit shorts 
or skort

Plain black P.E. tracksuit
(preferably with logo)

P.E. trainers
No branded sports wear

No cycling shorts or
leggings/Nike Pro

No newly pierced ears in
term time

No trainer socks

 Thank you for your
commitment to keeping our

standards high and our
children smart and

 focused



News and updates

Team Colour Points

The Teampoint token count up for this
term is as follows;

Green Team

Blue Team

Purple Team

Orange Team

Yellow Team

Red team

The lucky winning team got to
celebrate with a fantastic reward
from Sport BU, which included an

inflatable sports area, reaction
boards, a bouncy castle and

garden games!

Thank you to the S&PA for
sponsoring this fun!

 



E-Safety Corner

ASMR – mindful or weird? Making Online Viewing Safer for Children

Have you heard of ASMR videos? I've heard about ASMR (autonomous sensory
meridian response) through conversations with my children.

It might seem strange that I am including ASMR inthis online safety update.
However, after a recent report from Revealing Reality, and after watching a
couple of videos, I don't mind admitting I felt really uncomfortable, which
apparently is normal for someone over the age of 45!

 What Is ASMR?
ASMR (Autonomous Sensory Meridian Response) refers to a tingling, relaxing
sensation that some people experience when exposed to certain triggers like

soft whispering, tapping, brushing sounds, or slow, methodical movements (like
hair brushing or slime squishing).

 Why Do Young People Watch ASMR?
Stress relief: Many children and teens use ASMR to unwind or self-soothe,

especially if they feel overstimulated or anxious.

Connection and comfort: Some viewers turn to ASMR videos because they feel
isolated or lonely, and these videos mimic comforting personal attention.

Sensory regulation: For neurodivergent individuals (e.g., those with autism or
ADHD), ASMR may help regulate sensory input or provide a calming routine.

 Why Is There Concern?
Your discomfort is completely valid — especially when it comes to

safeguarding young people. While ASMR can be harmless or even beneficial,
there are real reasons to keep a cautious eye;

Over-dependence: Some young people might turn to ASMR content in place of
real-life relationships or social interaction.



JUNE EDITION E-Safety Corner

Sexualized content: Some creators blur the line between ASMR and adult content,
using suggestive whispering, roleplay, or visuals that can be inappropriate —

especially for younger viewers.

Algorithm exposure: Platforms like YouTube and TikTok might recommend more
extreme or questionable content the more a child watches, especially if parental

controls aren’t active.

The Revealing Reality report highlights these blurred boundaries and how easily a
seemingly innocent video can shift into something darker — often without the

viewer realizing.

 What Is Kick Streaming?
Kick is a newer live-streaming platform launched in 2022, seen as a less restrictive

alternative to Twitch (which is owned by Amazon).
Key Facts About Kick

Age restriction: 13+, like most platforms.
Focus: Similar to Twitch (gaming, chat, entertainment).

Concerns:
Much less moderation than Twitch.

Higher tolerance for adult or explicit content.
Gambling and provocative content are more visible, which raises major concerns

for underage viewers.
Streamers can monetize quickly, which may incentivize risky or edgy behavior to

gain views.
The fact that Kick is becoming more popular among younger audiences — despite

these risks — makes it one to watch closely from an online safety perspective.
 What Can Parents & Educators Do?

Watch a few ASMR videos together and ask how it makes them feel — open the
conversation.

Use parental controls on YouTube, TikTok, and gaming platforms.
Talk about healthy habits for relaxation and connection.

Check out resources like the Internet Matters article on Kick for guidance on safer
usage.

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/what-is-kick-streaming/


xadc

Year 5 - Marwell Zoo
 Year 5 had a wonderful time on their school trip to Marwell Zoo! 🐒🦒🐧

They thoroughly enjoyed exploring the zoo, learning about the animals, and
spending time together outdoors. From spotting the snow leopards to watching the

playful penguins, it was a day full of fun, curiosity, and discovery.

A big thank you to all the staff and helpers who made the day so special!



Mr Bright’s Wednesday half                   -er of 
Wonderful Work

Marnie, Rebecca and Jude in Year 5 for getting full
marks on their spellings, every week - all year!

Year 6 - for an amazing production of Newsie’s Jr.

Join us on InstagramJoin us on Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/st_marks_primary_bournemouth/


S&PA News





Local Events

https://jsc.classforkids.io/camps
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