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We are a community 

Loving God, Serving other and Flourishing together

“Encourage one another and build each other up” 1 Thessalonians 5:11

Learning Imaginative Progressing

It’s beginning to look a lot
like Christmas...



Headteacher’s
Message

Mr Bright

As we move through this busy and exciting part of the term, I want
to thank you for the continued hard work and enthusiasm you

encourage in your children. Staff and pupils have been working
exceptionally hard across all subjects, and it is wonderful to see

the progress and positive attitudes throughout the school.

We are now beginning preparations for our Christmas services
and celebrations, and the children are already rehearsing with

great energy. We look forward to welcoming you to these special
events - please make sure you check the dates on your tickets!

A gentle reminder that as the weather becomes colder, please
ensure that children come to school each day with a warm coat

(and hats/gloves if needed). We aim to take advantage of outdoor
learning and play whenever possible, so being well wrapped-up

helps everyone stay comfortable.

I would like to draw your attention to the attendance article below.
Please take a moment to familiarise yourself with it, as attendance

is becoming an increasingly important focus for schools

Finally, our Christmas Fair is fast approaching, and we are grateful
for your support in making it a success. Donations for stalls are still

very welcome, and we hope to see many of you on the day -
Friday 5 December starting at 4:30pm.  It promises to be a lovely

opportunity for our school community to come together.

Thank you, as always, for your support.



We would like to update you on new attendance guidelines recently issued by the Department
for Education (DfE) that will affect our school procedures and expectations.

What’s new:
Every school will now be set an individual minimum attendance improvement target tailored to

its specific circumstances (such as location, pupil needs and deprivation). 

These targets, known as “attendance baseline improvement expectations”, will be generated
using data and AI to identify realistic improvement goals.

 
The DfE is also launching a network of attendance and behaviour “hubs” to support schools

with best‑practice, interventions and direct assistance. 

What this means for your child and our school:
Regular attendance has become even more central: being in school every day helps children

make progress, develop socially, and access all learning opportunities. 

If children miss school frequently, it becomes increasingly difficult for them to keep up. We will
be working more closely with families where attendance drops.

Please be aware that leave of absence during term time continues to be authorised only in
exceptional circumstances.  

Unauthorised absence may lead to a penalty notice being issued by the council. 

We will keep you informed about our school’s specific attendance target, monitor attendance
more closely, and liaise with you if patterns of absence emerge.

How you can help:
Ensure your child arrives on time and attends school each day unless there is a genuine
reason not to.
Contact the school as early as possible if your child is going to be absent, giving full details
of the reason.
Avoid booking holidays during term time, and seek prior permission if exceptional leave is
being considered.

If there are challenges (e.g., medical, emotional or transport issues) preventing your child from
attending regularly, please speak to us—early support can make a big difference.

We believe that by working together—school, parents/carers and pupils—we can support every
child to attend well and thrive. Thank you for your cooperation and ongoing support.

Notices and RemindersATTENDANCE



Notices and Reminders

Reception Admissions – Final Tour Dates & Application
Deadline

A reminder to all families with children starting school next
September:

Our final Reception tour dates are:

Tuesday 2 December 2025
Friday 9 January 2026

If you would like to attend one of these sessions, please contact
the school office to book a place.

Please also note that the deadline for submitting Reception
applications is Friday 15 January 2026.

 We encourage all parents to apply promptly to ensure your child’s
application is received on time.
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Poppy Appeal

We are pleased to be able to report that we raised £124.14 through
selling poppies to the children this year.  Thank you for your

support with this.
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Year 6 Remembrance Service

Last week, our Year 6 pupils led a truly thoughtful and moving Remembrance
service at the church. They spoke with confidence, respect, and maturity far

beyond their years, guiding the congregation through readings, reflections, and
prayers that helped us all pause and remember those who have served and

sacrificed.

The children read their pieces beautifully, and their calm, dignified leadership
created a meaningful atmosphere for everyone present. We are incredibly proud
of the care they showed in preparing for the service, as well as the compassion

and understanding they demonstrated on the day.
Thank you to all families who were able to join us and to the church team for

their warm support. Year 6 represented our school wonderfully and helped make
this act of remembrance very special.



Year 6 Football Match

Recently, a group of Y6's took part in a competitive
tournament against lots of other local schools. The
boys played fantastically well, scoring lots of goals
and winning matches and only losing one to finish
runners up. The boys should be extremely proud of

the team spirit they had throughout the
tournament, always encouraging and praising one

another.
 



Year 6 P.E Lesson at the Uni

Our Year 6 students recently took part in a P.E. lesson at
Bournemouth University. The session was led by students from the
university’s Physical Education and Coaching course, who guided

our children through a range of engaging and active exercises.

It was a fantastic opportunity for our students to experience new
activities, develop their skills, and enjoy learning in a different

environment.

Thanks goes to the University for encouraging our children to be
active and involved in such enriching experiences.



Spirituality and Community

Our Autumn 2 value focus is to

 Our Vision:
We believe that by Loving God and 

 Serving others, we can all fulfil our potential in Flourishing
together.
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This half term, our school community has embraced our value to
‘Respect’, which has beautifully complemented our Remembrance
theme. Our Year 6 pupils led poignant services that allowed us all to

reflect deeply on the sacrifices made and the importance of
honouring others. 

We have also taken time to respect and celebrate diversity in beliefs
as we acknowledged Interfaith Week, fostering understanding and

appreciation across different faiths. 
Most recently, we have marked the end of the church year with a

special focus on the Feast of Christ the King, encouraging pupils to
reflect on leadership, service, and respect in both faith and daily life.



E-Safety Corner

Preventing online harm and abuse

Technology is an integral part of children’s and young people’s lives. It
has transformed the way they learn, play, connect and communicate. 

But these opportunities don’t come without risk. Children and young
people may experience abuse online and they may be exposed to
harmful content. And this can have a long-lasting impact on their

wellbeing.

Every child deserves to be, and to feel, safe online. And we can all play
a role in helping make online spaces safer for children and young

people by:

talking to children and young people about anything worrying they
experience online

recognising how important the online world is to children and
young people, and talk to them about it

setting rules for the use of online platforms at home. Involve
children and young people in setting these and make sure they’re

well understood

using technical solutions to manage access to online platforms
and make sure everyone knows about and understands why

you’ve put them in place

helping children and young people understand and manage their
privacy settings online.
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https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/online-safety/responding-to-online-abuse
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/2024/january/online-harms-protecting-children-and-young-people
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/2024/january/online-harms-protecting-children-and-young-people


School Trips

Year 6 Visit to Bovington Tank Museum

Year 6 enjoyed a fantastic and memorable trip to the Bovington Tank Museum
last week. The visit brought their history learning to life, giving pupils the chance

to explore real tanks, artefacts, and interactive displays linked to life in the
armed forces and the development of armoured vehicles.

The children were especially fascinated by the WWI and WWII exhibits, where
they were able to see the evolution of tank design up close. Staff at the museum

commented on the excellent questions our pupils asked and the enthusiasm
they showed throughout the day.

The workshop session was a real highlight, offering hands-on learning that
deepened the children’s understanding of how tanks were used and what life

was like for soldiers. Behaviour was exemplary, and Year 6 were wonderful
ambassadors for our school.

A big thank you to the staff and volunteers who supported the trip, and to our
parent helpers who joined us. It was a truly enriching experience that the

children will be talking about for a long time.
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