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NEWSLETTER
RESPECT - ASPIRE - REJOICE

We are a community 
Loving God, Serving other and Flourishing together

“Encourage one another and build each other up” 1 Thessalonians 5:11

As we move further into the summer term, it’s been wonderful to see our school
community come together in learning and Rejoicing.

On 8 May, our children took part in activities to commemorate VE Day.  It was
heartening to see pupils engaging with the history of this important moment in time,
reflecting on the courage and resilience of those who lived through the Second World

War. From class discussions to creative projects and a tea party where every year
group (and the staff!) performed a song, the children showed great respect and

curiosity — qualities we are proud to nurture.
We’ve also been busy with a range of school trips this term, giving our children the
chance to learn beyond the classroom.  These experiences are vital in broadening
horizons and bringing learning to life.  Thank you to all the staff and parents who

help make these opportunities possible.
Finally, a special mention to our Year 6 pupils, who have completed their SATs last

week.  We are incredibly proud of the maturity, effort, and determination they have
shown.  Whatever the outcomes, they have worked hard and should be proud of

themselves. We look forward to celebrating their achievements and enjoying the
rest of their final term at primary school.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Mr Bright



Notices

Attendance
We would like to remind everyone of the importance of regular attendance and

open communication when it comes to your child’s time at school.

We understand that families may occasionally need to take time away, whether
for illness or a planned holiday. If your child is genuinely unwell, please let us know
as soon as possible so we can provide any necessary support. At the same time,

we kindly ask for honesty in reporting absences. When a child is taken out of
school for a holiday or family event, we appreciate knowing the real reason.

Being upfront helps us maintain accurate records and plan for your child’s
continued learning. It also models integrity for our children—something we value

deeply.

Thank you for working with us to support both your child’s education and a culture
of honesty and respect across our school community.

Uniform
As we continue to foster a focused and respectful learning environment, I’d like to

remind everyone of our school’s uniform expectations.

Wearing the correct uniform each day helps students feel a sense of belonging
and pride in their school community. It also minimizes distractions and supports a

positive school culture.

Please ensure that your child comes to school in full, appropriate uniform each
day.

 If there are any temporary issues preventing your child from wearing the full
uniform, we ask that you notify the school in advance.

Thank you for your continued support in helping maintain our high standards and
setting our students up for success.

Please see the letter for full uniform expectations here.

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-marks-cofe-aided-primary-school-redesign/UploadedDocument/4880a1e4-9209-415f-9e30-d9dccc3f9aa3/uniform-standards.pdf


Notices

Unattended children
We would like to remind all families of the importance of child safety before the

school day begins.

Please note that children should not be dropped off at school before 8.25am, unless
they are enrolled in a supervised activity or breakfast club.

 There is no staff supervision available before this time, and for safety reasons, all
children should be adequately supervised.

We kindly ask for your cooperation in ensuring that your child is not left unattended.
Arriving at the appropriate time helps us maintain a safe, structured environment for

all students.

If early drop-off is necessary due to your schedule, please contact the school to
discuss available options.

Thank you for your understanding and support in keeping our children safe.



News and updates

🔎 Lost Property – Please Check!
As we approach the end of the half term, we’ve

noticed that our lost property collection has grown
rapidly once again. We kindly ask all parents and
carers to check for any missing items that may

belong to your child.

To help us return belongings more easily in the
future, please ensure all clothing and personal

items are clearly labelled with your child’s name.

Important Reminder:

 Any unclaimed items remaining in lost property
after Friday 23 May (the last day of half term) will

be donated to the S&PA for resale.

Thank you for your support in helping us keep our
school tidy and organised.

School Council
The school council have been litter picking in the school grounds each Friday

lunchtime to maintain and care for our school environment. Decked out in high
visibility waistcoats, rubber gloves and our fantastic new litter pickers, the

school council children and other willing volunteers have collected an
awesome amount of litter and it has helped encourage new wildlife to our

school playground areas. 

The classroom compost bins have been successfully used through the spring
and summer term following suggestions form the school council that we

dispose of our food waste in a responsible and ecological way. The school
council reps from each class empty the food waste bins every day and some of

the banana skins are added to water to make a natural fertiliser for the
gardening club plants. Everyone’s a winner!



News and updates

Gardening Club
The intrepid and daring gardening team have planted a
plethora of wonderful fruits and vegetables (very kindly

sponsored by the St Mark’s S & PA) and we are cultivating
raspberries, carrots, broad beans, sweet peas, tomatoes,

chillies, lettuces, runner beans, potatoes, strawberries,
coriander, basil, cauliflower, broccoli, sunflowers, peonies,

roses and rosemary!

Gardening club takes place every Thursday after school from
3 – 4pm however there are many green fingered children

around school who join Mrs Scoble most lunchtimes to water,
weed and squirt the strong smelling garlic – all in the name of

deterring the pests. 

We also have nesting seagulls above the school courtyard who have been
watching our endeavours with interest. They are sitting on a nest of gull chicks

who we will need to be vigilant of as our carrots are growing with hearty vigour!

Everyone is welcome in the courtyard (accompanied by an adult) and even if it
is just watering or weeding the patio slabs to keep the environment clean and

clear, we welcome all effort and enthusiasm!



News and updates

Pirate Day!

Reception had an exciting
Pirate Day, filled with

swashbuckling fun and
adventure! The children came

dressed in fantastic pirate
costumes, and they all looked

amazing. 

 The day helped spark
creativity, teamwork, and

storytelling, all while reinforcing
key early learning goals

through play.



An Easter Prayer

Jesus, on this glorious day,
I thank you for your

beautiful resurrection.  You
promised us new life, and
your resurrection gives us
hope in the midst of pain
and dispair.  Thank you

that I am a new creation in
Christ.  You are the living
hope, and through your

life-giving spirit, I am
redeemed, saved, and

secure in you.
Amen.

Operation Encompass is actively implemented in Poole and across Dorset,
enabling schools to support children affected by domestic abuse through early

information sharing between police and educational settings.

How It Works in Dorset
Dorset Police introduced Operation Encompass in early 2021, aiming to ensure
that schools are notified before the start of the next school day if a child has
been involved in a domestic abuse incident. This allows schools to provide

timely and appropriate support tailored to the child's needs. Operation
Encompass is in operation in every Police force, with the aim of enabling staff to

support any child experiencing domestic abuse, no matter where they live.

Local School Participation
Several schools in Dorset are part of Operation Encompass. They have a

dedicated "Key Adult" (Designated Safeguarding Lead) who receives
notifications and coordinates support for affected children. 

For those affected by domestic abuse in Poole, local support services include:
Poole Domestic Abuse Outreach: 01202 710777

National Domestic Violence Helpline: 0808 2000 247

These services offer confidential advice and assistance to individuals
experiencing or affected by domestic abuse.

Mr Bright, Miss Roberts and Mrs Cambers are the Key Adults that receive this
information. If you have any queries about this, please speak to Mr Bright.

For more  information about
safeguarding at St Mark’s, click
here to visit our website

Click here for more  information about
Operation Encompass

https://www.st-marks.bournemouth.sch.uk/safeguarding/
https://www.st-marks.bournemouth.sch.uk/safeguarding/
https://www.st-marks.bournemouth.sch.uk/safeguarding/
https://www.st-marks.bournemouth.sch.uk/safeguarding/
https://www.st-marks.bournemouth.sch.uk/safeguarding/
https://www.st-marks.bournemouth.sch.uk/safeguarding/
https://www.operationencompass.org/about-us
https://www.operationencompass.org/about-us
https://www.operationencompass.org/about-us
https://www.operationencompass.org/about-us


xadc

Year 4 - WW2 Bunker
Visiting a World War II bunker can be a powerful
and educational experience. These sites often

provide a vivid glimpse into the past, showcasing
the conditions soldiers lived and worked in, and
offering insights into military strategy, historical

events, and the human impact of war.
Year 4 were lucky enough to be invited to visit

Talbot Heath School’s World War 2 bunker
situated in their grounds.

Year 3 - Monkey World
Year 3 recently visited Monkey World Ape

Rescue Centre enriching their understanding
of animals blending wildlife observation with

educational insights.

The children enjoyed an instructor-led talk,
got to see many different primates and
enjoyed a visit to the play park.  A great
enjoyable and education day out for all.



xadc

Year 5 - East Dorset Museum
Year 5 visited the Museum of East Dorset in Wimborne Minster earlier this week .

Housed in a Grade II* listed building dating back to the late 16th or early 17th
century, the museum provides a glimpse into the region's rich history and

culture.
We enjoyed learning a range of topics, from prehistoric artifacts to 20th-

century items. Highlights included using a working Victorian kitchen, and a
recreated schoolroom.



xadc

This week we welcomed Katie Fitzsimmons, who is Director of Education for
Salisbury Diocese.

Rev. Nick joined me and our Y6 Worship Council reps and it was great to share
with Katie all that we do within our school community and what makes our

school so special.

Our visitor was
impressed by our Y6
Reps, who explained

about our vision, values
and curriculum.

“Katie was really
interested in our school
and wanted to find out

well we felt supported in
our school life.” 

“Katie enjoyed hearing about
our vision and values and how

they help us each day.”

RESPECT - ASPIRE - REJOICE

“Please pass on 
my thanks to your

team, it is clear that
you are working

together to enable all
your community to

flourish.”



VE 80 Celebrations at St. Mark’s

Some of our Staff looking fabulous  



Some of our children looking fabulous  

VE 80 Celebrations at St. Mark’s

Mr Bright reading the National Proclaimation at 9am,Mr Bright reading the National Proclaimation at 9am,
with the support of School Council and Worship Council,with the support of School Council and Worship Council,

which you can hear in full on our Instagram page.which you can hear in full on our Instagram page.



Mr Bright’s Wednesday half                       -er of Wonderful Work

Join us on InstagramJoin us on Instagram

Francis H and Leon P in RMW for fantastic independant writing about
what they could see in a pond.

Ezra E and Imogen W in 2R/H for writiing instructions using inperative
verbs and time conjunctions 

https://www.instagram.com/st_marks_primary_bournemouth/


SEND Corner

Support for Neurodivergent Children and their Families

Neurodivergent children may need support in different ways. Every child is unique, but
whatever support they need there are a range of organisations that can offer advice and
help. NHS Dorset have put together a helpful website with a range of information and links

to organisations which may be able to support you and your child. 

https://nhsdorset.nhs.uk/neurodiversity/support/children/
 

Support for children - Neurodiversity
Neurodivergent children may need support in different ways. Every child is unique, but

whatever support they need there are a range of organisations that can offer advice and
help. Children who are neurodivergent may be living with one or more neurodevelopmental

conditions. These include autism, ADHD, dyslexia, dyspraxia 
nhsdorset.nhs.uk

Helping Children with their Emotions:
As children grow up, they may struggle to process big emotions, leading to frustration and
angry 'outbursts'. One method we find effective in school is helping children to name their

emotions. When they are upset, instead of asking them to stop crying or shouting, it can be
helpful to say ' I can see you're feeling sad or angry'. It doesn't always work, but it can help
children feel understood and help them to process what they are feeling, which can help

them calm down more quickly. 

SENDIASS
SENDIASS provides free, impartial, and confidential information, advice and support for
children and young people (up to the age of 25) with special educational needs and

disabilities (SEND), and their parents/carers, living in Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole.
It has helpful videos and resources which explain the pathways available for support as

well as links to other information. 

https://sendiass4bcp.org/
 

SENDiass4BCP - SENDiass4BCP
SENDiass4BCP is a free, impartial, confidential and arms-length service for children and

young people (up to the age of 25) with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND),
and their parents/carers in Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole. You will find information,
advice and support through our online resources, at events and workshops, via our advice

line service and through individual .

https://nhsdorset.nhs.uk/neurodiversity/support/children/
http://nhsdorset.nhs.uk/
https://sendiass4bcp.org/


S&PA News

Uniform Sale
Thank you to everyone that

came to the S&PA pre-loved
uniform sale.  We are pleased

to advise we raised £158.  

We always welcome any
good condition uniform you

no longer require to replenish
our stock.

Sponsored
Scoot\skate\cycle\walk\run!
One of our most popular events

took place last week.  Thanks to all.
Don’t forget to return your

sponsor forms and money and
add Gift Aid where you are able.

Freeze Friday
We kicked off our Summer Freeze

Friday’s last week with an
overwhelming response.  Thank you to

everyone that supported us - we
raised £181.80 which is fantastic!

Summer Fair

Friday 13 June

4pm - 6:30pm 

For this event to go

ahead we still require

your help!



S&PA News



S&PA News



Dates for your diary

4-6:30pm



Local Events










