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“Encourage one another and build each other up” 1 Thessalonians 5:11
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As we reach the end of another busy term, I’d like to  congratulate
everyone — children, families and staff(!) — for surviving the

whirlwind of the festive season! We’ve navigated a snowstorm of
glitter, a ‘2026 calendar tab’ shortage and plenty of Christmassy

rehearsals with remarkable resilience.

Our children have worked hard, supported one another, and
delivered services so enthusiastically that I’m sure Feliz Navidad

could be heard from three streets away! 
A special thank you to the staff team, who have demonstrated

superhuman patience and calm, especially during the week when
more than one lesson mysteriously became “Christmas themed.”

To parents and carers, thank you for your ongoing support...
supplying costumes, helping with carol words and lines, and for

getting everyone to school in December despite dark, rainy
mornings, and the occasional frosty windscreen.

As we head into the holiday, I hope you all enjoy a well-earned
rest. May your days be merry, bright, and—if you’re very lucky—

peaceful for at least five minutes at a time.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Here’s to another year of learning, laughter, dance routines and

(maybe) slightly less glitter.

Mr Bright

Headteacher’s
Chrstmas Message
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In Loving Memory of Dawn Maple

It is with deep sadness that we inform you of the passing of Dawn
Maple, following her brave and courageous battle with cancer.

Dawn was a valued TA and much-loved member of our community
from November 2017 to July 2023.

Dawn embodied our vision and values and her care and
commitment to those around her was admirable.  A lady of great

faith and compassion; she will be sadly missed.

A beautiful ceremony was recently held at The Woodlands in
Lytchett this week, which was attended by many staff who came

together to honour and celebrate Dawn’s amazing life, alongside her
family and other friends.

Our love, thoughts and
heartfelt condolences are
with Dawn’s family, friends,

and all those who knew
her during this very

difficult time.



Notices and Reminders

Reception Admissions – Final Tour Dates & Application
Deadline

A reminder to all families with children starting school next
September:

Our final Reception tour date is;

Friday 9 January 2026

If you would like to attend one of these sessions, please contact
the school office to book a place.

Please also note that the deadline for submitting Reception
applications is Friday 15 January 2026.

 We encourage all parents to apply promptly to ensure your child’s
application is received on time.

Morning Routines

During this term we have noticed an increase in children arriving
to school late. 

It’s important that all children arrive on time and are ready to
start their day of learning.

 Many important lessons such as phonics and reading start at
8:40am.
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🏫 ATTENDANCE MATTERS
Advice for Parents and Carers
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ADVICE FOR HELPING CHILDREN WHO ARE RELUCTANT TO ATTEND

💬 Listen & Reassure
Acknowledge how your child feels.

Keep morning routines calm and predictable.

⏰ Keep a Consistent Routine
Regular wake-up, breakfast, and bedtime times.

Prepare clothes, bags and lunches the night before.
Limit the use of technology, at least until your child is fully ready to leave

the house.

💪 Show Positive Assertiveness
Children mirror adult confidence — reassure them they can manage the

day.
Praise small successes (getting ready, leaving home, arriving at school).

🚶 Bring Them In
Staying home can make worries grow.
Children settle quickly once they arrive.

🤝 Work with Us
Contact school early if mornings are difficult.

We can offer check-ins, meet-and-greet support, or help with
friendship/learning worries.

WHY GOOD ATTENDANCE MATTERS
Builds confidence and resilience

Strengthens friendships
Supports learning and progress

Helps children feel secure and settled
Prepares them for their future responsibilities and commitments

We want to work together to support your child’s success.



❄️ Winter Illness: Advice for Parents

As we move through the colder months, we typically see an increase in
coughs, colds and other seasonal illnesses. Most winter bugs are mild,

and children recover well with rest, fluids and time.

Children can come to school if they have a mild cold, runny nose or
cough but are otherwise well enough to take part in normal activities. If

they are eating, playing and alert, they are usually fine to attend.

Please keep your child at home if they have:

A fever (38°C or above) – they should be fever-free for 24 hours
without medication before returning.

Vomiting or diarrhoea – keep them home for 48 hours after the last
episode.

Flu-like illness, are very tired or generally unwell.
Worsening cough, breathing difficulties, or any illness that prevents

them from managing the school day.
A condition your doctor or the school has advised requires time off

(e.g., chickenpox).

To help reduce the spread of winter bugs, please encourage good
handwashing, plenty of fluids, good sleep routines, and “catch it, bin it,

kill it” for coughs and sneezes.

Thank you for helping us keep our school community healthy this winter!
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Important Notice 
to Parents and Carers
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We continue to receive serious concerns from parents regarding ongoing
dangerous and inconsiderate parking along the lane leading to the school.

Despite clear double yellow line road markings, vehicles are continuing to park
along the lane, on grass verges, in unmarked bays, and in ways that block

driveways and obstruct the highway. This behaviour is unacceptable and is
putting children, families, residents, and staff at risk.

The lane is narrow and heavily used by children walking and cycling to and from
school. Obstructive parking severely restricts visibility and access for pedestrians,

cyclists and emergency vehicles, creating a dangerous environment.
We ask all parents and carers to:

Observe double yellow lines at all times
Not park on grass verges or in unmarked areas
Avoid blocking driveways, entrances, or the highway
Park considerately and legally, even if this means parking further away and
walking or re-circulating the one way system to find a space.

Please understand that if this situation does not improve immediately, Talbot
Village Trust may have no alternative but to restrict or close vehicular access to

the school at peak times in order to protect the safety of our children.

Please also be aware that Talbot Village Trust operates a parking monitoring
system in this area. Vehicles causing an obstruction or parked inappropriately may

be subject to enforcement action and a parking fine.

We trust that everyone will take this message seriously and work with us to ensure
a safe environment for all.

Thank you for your cooperation.



Reception Nativity
Shines Bright!
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Our Reception children delighted families and staff last week with their
wonderful Nativity performance. For many of our youngest pupils, this
was their very first time on stage — and what a fantastic job they did!

From confident narrators and sparkling stars to enthusiastic Shepherds,
Angels and Wise Men, every child played their part beautifully. Their

singing filled the hall with festive cheer, and the children impressed us
all with their clear voices, big smiles and excellent teamwork.

A huge thank you to the Reception staff for their creativity, patience and
hard work in preparing the children, and to families for helping with

costumes and practising lines at home. Your support made the
performance truly special.

Most importantly, we are incredibly proud of our Reception children for
their courage, enthusiasm and joy. They created a magical moment for

our whole school community and reminded us all of the true spirit of
the festive season.

Well done, Reception—you were stars in every sense of the word! 🌟



Y1-6 
Christmas Service
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Christmas Services – Years 1–6

We were absolutely delighted with the Christmas Services held in church
this week. Every year group from Years 1 to 6 gave a truly fabulous

performance, filling the church with music, confidence, and Christmas
spirit. Over the four services, we welcomed 565 adults into church.

The children sang beautifully and represented the school with pride. It
was wonderful to see so many families join us, and your support helped

make each service feel even more special.
A huge well done to all the children and staff for their hard work and
enthusiasm in preparing for these performances. They were a joyful

celebration to end the term, and we couldn’t more proud.



School Council have chosen the Ellis Edwards Foundation as our
local charity.

 
Ellis attended a local primary school but sadly passed away aged

11 after a long and brave battle with stage four neuroblastoma. 
The Ellis Edwards Foundation aspires to relieve the emotional and

psychological distress experienced by a child during
bereavement. The charity aims to improve the wellbeing of these
bereaved children by providing respite activities that allow a grief

break so that the children can recharge and be better ready to
process their emotions further.

We also hope that whilst bereaved siblings are engaged in
activities, it will allow other members of the family to also focus on

themselves.

We collected donations for the charity at the end of our
Christmas services and Nativity.

A huge thank you to those who donated on the days,
helping us raise a fantastic £457.32 for the charity.

Thanks also if you donated directly.
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You can still donate directly at
ellisedwardsfoundation.com/donate

or scan the QR code: 

http://www.ellisedwardsfoundation.com/donate


’



Christmas Party Day

Santa Visits Our School

                                     We were delighted to welcome a very special visitor to our
school this festive season — Santa Claus! 🎅

Santa took the time to walk around all of our classes, spreading smiles
and Christmas cheer wherever he went. Children in Reception, Year 1 and
Year 2 were thrilled to meet him and enjoyed a friendly chat and received

a special gift.

 It was wonderful to see so many happy faces and to share such a joyful
moment together.

A big thank you to Santa for taking time out of his busy schedule to visit us
— it’s a day the children will remember fondly!  He has given us the details
of the charity he champions if anyone would like to donate to Latch Wales.
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https://latchwales.org/


Christmas Party Day

A huge thank you to our fantastic chef and lunchtime team for
preparing and serving a wonderful Christmas lunch for both staff

and children.

With over 350 covers served, the team worked incredibly hard to
ensure everyone enjoyed a delicious and festive meal. Their

dedication, organisation and cheerful spirit helped make the day
extra special for our whole school community.
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Thank You To Our Catering Team

We are very grateful for
all their efforts — thank

you for helping to create
such a memorable

Christmas celebration!



Spirituality and Community

Our Autumn 2 value focus is to

 Our Vision:
We believe that by Loving God and 

 Serving others, we can all fulfil our potential in Flourishing
together.
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This month in Collective Worship, we have been
reflecting on the special season of Advent, focusing

on the weekly themes of Hope, Love, Peace, and Joy. 

Alongside this, we have been joyfully learning new
carols and songs in preparation for this week’s

Christmas Carol Services, embracing the spirit of the
season together.

Our Spring Term worship theme
is LOVING GOD



Reception story telling 
evening
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Last week, we opened our doors for a truly magical Christmas 
storytelling evening for our Reception families.

Children gathered wide‑eyed and cosy, wrapped in pyjamas and excitement, as stories
of snowy forests, kind-hearted heroes, and Christmas magic came to life. Each tale was

told with warmth and care, inviting imaginations to wander and hearts to glow. 

The gentle rustle of pages, the flicker of lights, and the joy on the children’s faces
created an atmosphere that felt both peaceful and enchanting. It was a reminder of
how powerful stories can be; bringing us together, sparking creativity, and creating

memories that lingered long after the last word was read.
We are so proud of the children for the way they listened, shared in the magic, and

embraced the spirit of the season. Thank you for your continued support in helping us
create moments like these, where learning, imagination, and joy meet.



🎶 Musical Theatre Group Spreads Joy
at Local Care Home

Recently, 
members of 

our Musical Theatre
 group enjoyed a truly 

special visit to a local care home, Adam’s Court, where 
they performed a selection of well-loved songs for residents 
and staff. The visit was filled with music, smiles and plenty of 

toe-tapping moments.

The group sang a variety of songs from popular musicals, 
creating a lively and uplifting atmosphere. Residents joined in by clapping 

along, singing familiar choruses and sharing memories that the music 
brought back. It was heart-warming to see how much joy live performance can bring

and how quickly music can connect people of all ages.

Our performers showed fantastic confidence, enthusiasm and kindness throughout
the visit, taking time to chat with residents and ensure everyone felt included. Staff at
the care home commented on how much the visit was appreciated and how uplifting

it was for everyone involved.

The visit was a wonderful reminder of the power of music and performance to brighten
days and bring communities together. We are so proud of our Musical Theatre group
for representing us so positively and look forward to more opportunities in the future.
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E-Safety Corner
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Roblox has announced a major update to its safety features, describing its new facial
age-check requirement for chat features as a potential “gold standard” for online

safety. Roblox’s newest measures are an ambitious step forward and if implemented
effectively, may set an important precedent for other platforms to follow.

Age-Appropriate Communication
Roblox’s introduction of mandatory facial age checks for chat access represents a
notable shift in how online platforms may approach user verification in the future.

Roblox will soon assign users towards age groups using facial checks whilst
restricting cross-group communication. Roblox has also defaulted experience-based
chat to “off” for under-9s (unless a parent explicitly agrees) as an additional part of

their new update. This is a move for Roblox to reduce inappropriate contact between
adults and younger users as well as work towards keeping younger people in safer

digital spaces when using chat features.
Privacy Considerations

Roblox emphasises that the facial age estimation process uses privacy-protective
methods, with images processed solely for age verification and then deleted

immediately. Protecting children’s biometric data is critical, and it is positive to see
Roblox acknowledging that trust in such a process, hinges on transparency and

robust safeguards.
As with any technology dependent on biometric estimation, accuracy, and security

will be vital. We look forward to learning more about how these assurances are
upheld in practice.

The Impact Will Matter
While these initiatives are promising, their success will ultimately depend on:

Implementation quality: Are these age checks reliable, accurate, and accessible for
global users?

Impact: Will these processes evidently reduce harmful interactions and improve
safety for users?

If these measures operate as intended, they could pave the way for a new industry
standard, encouraging other platforms to adopt similar age-sensitive approaches.

We welcome the intention behind these developments and the willingness to lead on
an issue that affects millions of young people worldwide.

At the same time, we will watch closely as the features roll out in December and
January across the world. Meaningful change depends not just on strong policies, but

on their practical, measurable impact on users’ experiences.





Team Colour Points

The Teampoint token count up for this
term is as follows;

Yellow Team

Purple Team

Blue Team

Green Team

Red Team

Orange Team

The lucky winning team got an
additional breaktime today and
a sweet treat to celebrate their

Autumn Term victory.

 



Swimming Pool Update

Works are progressing well, with all the roofing works to be completed by the end
of next week, both internally and externally.

External scaffolding will be taken down next week also, as well as a Gable end
being replaced.  

Internal Electrics & Painting will commence in the new year.

We are holding regular contractor visits to keep fully up to date with the progress
being made.




















