
NEWSLETTER
RESPECT - ASPIRE - REJOICE

JANUARY 2026 EDITION ST. MARK’S C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 

We are a community 
Loving God, Serving others and Flourishing together

Enthusiastic  Resilient  Inquisitive



Happy New Year and welcome back to a new term. I hope you and
your families had a restful and enjoyable festive time and that 2026

has started well for you.

January is always a time of fresh starts, and it has been wonderful
to see the children return to school so positively, ready to learn and

reconnect with their friends. This term promises to be a busy and
exciting one, with many opportunities for learning, enrichment and

personal growth across the school.

We are grateful, as always, for your continued support. Working in
partnership with families makes a real difference to our children’s
success, confidence and wellbeing. Please do keep in touch with
class teachers or the school office if you have any questions or

concerns.

It feels like we’ve had 75 days this January... the unending rain
hasn’t helped but we’ve tried to get outside for break and lunch

when we can! Roll on February!

We look forward to a productive and rewarding time leading up to
Easter and to Year 5 leading our Easter services in church.

Mr Bright

Headteacher’s
Message



To help us continue to shape our curriculum to prepare
pupils for their next steps, we'd like your input into what

skills, qualities and attitudes you'd like to see developed in
our young people; also what experiences and

achievements you would wish for them.

Please complete this short survey here.

Children will have the opportunity in school to contribute
their thoughts and ideas too.
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Future-ready learners

https://forms.office.com/e/9Y1qGFWgib


P

We appreciate that we write about parking concerns in most
newsletters; however, something needs to change. Ongoing
issues mean it is necessary to once again remind everyone

of the importance of mindful and considerate parking.
To help keep our community safe and accessible for all,

please ensure that you:

It is imperative that no one parks in the disabled bays
unless they are the holder of a valid Blue Badge. These

spaces are essential for families and visitors who genuinely
need them, and misuse can cause significant difficulty and

distress.

Your cooperation is vital in ensuring the safety, accessibility,
and smooth operation of our school environment. Thank you

for your understanding and for helping us set a positive
example for our children.
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Park in marked parking bays before blocking people in
Do not block empty spaces, driveways, or access routes
Do not park on grass verges or double yellow lines
Remain considerate of pedestrians, particularly children
Do not allow your child to run down the lane
unaccompanied.



News, Notices and Reminders

TVT Winter Conservation

The Talbot Village Trust Clearing Project is now underway,
helping to restore and enhance local green spaces for the

benefit of the whole community. By carefully clearing
overgrown areas, the project is improving accessibility,

encouraging biodiversity, and creating a safer, more
welcoming environment for residents and visitors alike. This

important work supports the Trust’s ongoing commitment to
preserving the character and natural beauty of Talbot Village

for future generations.

Plea for return of school books 

We kindly request your support in helping us recover school
books that may still be at home with your child. These books
are the property of the school and are needed for ongoing

lessons and for other students.
If you find any school books at home, we ask that they be

returned to school at your earliest convenience. Your
cooperation will greatly assist us in keeping our learning

resources complete and available for all learners.
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News, Notices and Reminders

Trainers and astro football boots donations

We kindly appeal to your generosity in supporting our school
sports lunchtime timetable.  We are currently in need of trainers
and astro football boots (no studs) to assist those who may not

have access to these resources.

If you have any trainers or astro football boots at home that are
still in good condition and no longer in use, we would greatly

appreciate your donation. Your contribution will help promote
participation, teamwork, and a love for sport among our learners.

Donated items can be handed in at the school office. We sincerely
thank you for your kindness, support, and continued partnership in

developing our learners.
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Service Families

Please inform the school if your family is a service family - one of
the parents is serving in the regular armed forces.

This information will help us ensure that we provide appropriate
support and take your family’s circumstances into consideration

where necessary. All information shared will be treated with
sensitivity and confidentiality.







A Kind Reminder to Our School Community

As a school, we are incredibly proud of the strong
partnerships we share with our families. At the moment,

schools everywhere are facing increasing demands,
including growing class needs, additional learning and

wellbeing requirements, staffing pressures, and new
administrative expectations. 

Our staff are working hard every day to support all children,
parents and carers, while balancing these challenges with

care and professionalism.

We kindly ask our community to remember that our leaders,
teachers and support staff are doing their very best in what is

a very full and often overwhelming environment. A little
patience, understanding, and kindness go a long way and are

always deeply appreciated.

If you have any questions, concerns, or queries about your
child, please speak to your class teacher in the first instance
at pick-up time, or arrange a suitable time to talk. This helps
ensure communication is clear, respectful, and focused on

supporting your child in the best possible way.

Thank you for your continued support, cooperation, and
kindness toward our school staff. Working together makes a

real difference for everyone in our community.
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Morning Drop-Off Supervision Reminder

To help ensure the safety and wellbeing of all children, we kindly remind
families that children should be supervised by a parent or carer during

morning drop-off.

It is not appropriate for Key stage 1 children to be dropped off alone and left
unattended. Please note that school staff are not on duty to supervise

students before 8:30am. Any children arriving prior to this time must remain
under the direct supervision of their parent or carer.

We understand that mornings can be busy, and we appreciate your
cooperation in helping us keep all students safe. Thank you for supporting
our school procedures and working with us to provide a safe and caring

environment for everyone.

Accidents in School

While we make every effort to provide a safe and well-supervised
environment, minor accidents can sometimes happen during playtime,
sports, or regular activities. When an incident occurs, our staff respond

promptly by providing first aid and ensuring the student is comfortable and
safe. Parents are contacted immediately in the event of any injury that

requires further attention.

We also continue to reinforce safety rules with students and regularly
review our supervision and safety procedures to help prevent accidents as

much as possible.

We appreciate your understanding and cooperation in reminding your
child about following safety guidelines at school. If you ever have questions
or concerns regarding student safety, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership.
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The Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally DBE will become the
106th Archbishop of Canterbury.  She has been nominated and

approved to succeed Justin Welby and will legally take up the office
following the Confirmation of Election in January 2026, with her

formal installation scheduled at Canterbury Cathedral in March 2026. 

She is the first woman ever appointed to this role in the 1,400-year
history of the Archbishopric, which traces back to Saint Augustine’s

mission from Rome in 597. 

Before this appointment, Dame Sarah Mullally served as Bishop of
London, and earlier in her career she was Chief Nursing Officer for

England and a cancer nurse — a background she describes as
formative to her sense of calling and service.
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106th Archbishop
 of Canterbury

A Prayer for the Archbishop of Canterbury
Loving and faithful God,

 We thank You for calling Dame Sarah Mullally
 to serve as Archbishop of Canterbury.

Grant her wisdom in leadership,
 courage in truth,

 compassion in service,
 and humility in all she does.

Guide her decisions with Your Holy Spirit,
 strengthen her in times of challenge,

 and surround her with grace, peace, and faithful counsel.
May she shepherd Your Church with love,

 work for unity among all Christians,
 and reflect the light of Christ in the world.

Keep her in Your care,
 now and always.

 Amen.



School Council News
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An update from Olivia J



The school council are excited to be leading the BIG SCHOOLS BIRD
WATCH this year. 

The RSPB is the national charity that St Mark's children have chosen
to support and they are excited to be getting outside and bird

spotting.

https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/get-ready-for-big-
schools-birdwatch

 
The children have bird survey sheets to count the birds they see,

listen for new and usual bird sounds and also spot any exciting bird
species who might have migrated to our area during the winter. 

 We are very fortunate that St Mark's Primary school is situated in
such a lovely part of the Talbot trust in Bournemouth and perhaps
the Talbot sisters recognised the natural beauty the children could

enjoy when they first created their wonderful legacy .

On Tuesday 3 February, Councillor Brown and Councillor Herrett will
visit our school council for a morning bird spotting session and learn
all about our nominated national charity and how we are supporting

local wildlife by taking part in the Big schools Bird Watch. 

The Ellis Edwards foundation is the local charity that has been
chosen by the children at St Marks's. The Ellis Edwards Foundation

aspires to relieve the emotional and psychological distress
experienced by a child during bereavement.

https://ellisedwardsfoundation.com/ 
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School Council News
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St Mark’s Birdwatch - LIVE!

A bird’s nest has been discovered in one of our school bird
boxes on the roof and we have set up a live webcam so that

children can safely observe it without disturbing the birds. This
provides a wonderful opportunity for our children to learn

about nature, wildlife, and the importance of respecting living
creatures.

The screen showing footage has been set up in the library
where the children can easily view it.

It’s been lovely sharing this special learning opportunity with
the children and hope they enjoy observing the nest over the

coming weeks.
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School Council News

On Monday 2 February,
School Council will meet

again with BCP Councillors
Brown & Herrett to talk

about local issues.
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Mr Bright’s chess club members are hugely grateful
to @Chess in Schools for their donation of 6

complete chess sets.

We meet each Tuesday lunchtime for some friendly
strategic competition. We love flexing our mental

muscles!

https://www.chessinschools.co.uk/
https://www.chessinschools.co.uk/


Spirituality and Community

 Our Vision:
We believe that by Loving God and 

 Serving others, we can all fulfil our potential in Flourishing
together.

This month in Collective Worship, we have been
thinking about Loving God and different ways we can
show love to God but also how God shows love for us.

We’ve had whole school worships led by Mr Bright,
as well as Mr Vacher, Mr Lasbury, Mrs Wells, Miss

Roberts and Mrs Rose.
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Our Spring Term worship theme
is LOVING GOD

This week we were treated to
worship led by 3AH which

included the story ‘Guess How
Much I Love You?’



E-Safety Corner

ZAP workshops are free, practical sessions for young people aged 9–17 and their
parents or carers. They provide help and tools to challenge bullying, while offering a
safe, brave, and therapeutic space for families to feel supported and empowered.

What happens at ZAP?
At a free ZAP workshop, Kidscape specialist trainers run two separate sessions: one

for young people and a supporting session for parents and carers.

Session for young people
The session for young people has the following goals:

Assertiveness skills
Raising self-esteem

Exploring bullying roles
Positive body language

Cyberbullying

Session for parents and carers
Assertiveness skills

Open discussion
Understanding modelling behaviour

Support sources

Virtual delivery duration: Young People's Workshop 90 minutes | Parent and carer
workshop 2 hrs

The next dates for webinar-based sessions are:

Tuesday 24 February 2026
Young people's workshop - 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
Parent and Carer workshop 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Tuesday 31 March 2026
Young people's workshop - 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
Parent and Carer workshop 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

You can book online here https://www.kidscape.org.uk/training-and-
workshops/zap-workshops-for-young-people-impacted-by-bullying
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